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to incite well-meaning leaders like Edmund Burke
to charge Hastings with oppression. The significant
fact, however, was that, given the belief that there
had been oppression, the indignation against it was
extreme; and the trial served as an occasion to regis-
ter in plain terms the British determination to allow
no ill-doing in the dependent countries. Hastings
was acquitted, but tyranny was condemned.
In the last years of the eighteenth century the
great missionary societies were formed to spread
the teaching of evangelical Christianity among the
peoples whom it had not yet reached. Missionaries
went to South Africa and to New Zealand and the
smaller Pacific islands. They worked also in tropical
Africa and India. In the West Indies the negroes
were Christians, but missionaries found occupation
there in supporting the interests of the slaves against
their masters. Missionary policy developed with the
growth of the Empire. In the first generation the
missionaries were hostile to colonization. They
tried to keep any white men but themselves out of
New Zealand and the Pacific islands, and in South
Africa they sought to prevent the spread of settle-
ment beyond the original bounds of the colony.
The hope of the missionaries was at that time to
create Christian native states enjoying complete
independence. The hope faded. In South Africa
the Afrikaners trekked and overran the proposed
black belt which was to surround the white colony.
In the Pacific disorderly adventurers crowded into
the islands with gin and gunpowder to compete
with the GospeL In face of the facts the missionaries'
policy had to be changed. Since native governments